
Fact Sheet Oral Cancer 

Oral Cancer Prevention andDetection 

Oral cancer is a common form of cancer, 
w ith roughly 35,000 new cases reported 
annually in the Un ited States. The most 
frequent oral cancer sites are the tongue, 
the floor of the mouth, the soft palate, 
and the tissues In the lips, gums, and 
back of the tongue. If not diagnosed and 
treated in its early stages, oral cancer can 
spread, leading to chronic pain, loss of 
oral function, irreparable facial and oral 
disfigurement follow ing surgery, and even 
death. For this reason, it's important to 
regularly visit your dentist so he or she 
can perform a thorough screening for 
oral cancer. 

How do dentists screen for cancer? 
Your dentist will screen for ora l cancer 
du ring routine checkups. During the 
screening, he or she w ill feel for lumps 
or irregular tissue changes in your neck, 
head, cheeks, and oral cavity and w ill 
thoroughly examine the soft tissues in 
your mouth, specifically looking for sores 
or discolored tissues. 
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www.KnowYourTeeth.com 
Brought to you by the AGO, this website answers important dental health questions, offers the latest 
information on current treatments, provides tips for first-rate oral hygiene, and can help visitors fiT1d 
highly qualified general denrists near where they live. 
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